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info@oesca.org  •  April 10, 2017 

 
 
  This April 6, 2017, Legislative e-Update is provided by OESCA to Ohio’s ESCs, their client school districts, 
and other key education stakeholders.  
 

The e-Update provides information on the education bills of interest to Ohio’s public education community 
introduced during the 132nd General Assembly.  Bills are organized in order of bill number. 

 
For each bill listed, the long title of the bill is included as well as the current status.  There are also links to 

the state bill page for users to download any bills, analyses or fiscal notes.  The document concludes with the 
latest news from Capitol Square and recent testimony related to ESCs and HB 49. 
 
 

Legislative Tracking Report 
 

BILL MONITORING 
The following education bill of interest are monitored by OESCA on behalf of the membership and client 
districts: 
 
HB8 PUBLIC RECORDS-MINORS (HAMBLEY S, REZABEK J) To exempt from the Public 

Records Law certain information concerning a minor that is included in a record 
related to a traffic accident involving a school vehicle in which the minor was an 
occupant at the time of the accident. 

  Current Status:    3/29/2017 - House Government Accountability and 
Oversight, (Third Hearing) 

  Categories:    Education 

  State Bill Page:    https://www.legislature.ohio.gov/legislation/legislation-
summary?id=GA132-HB-8 

  
HB21 COMMUNITY SCHOOL ENROLLMENT VERIFICATION (HAMBLEY S) Regarding 

verification of community school enrollments. 

  Current Status:    2/14/2017 - House Education and Career Readiness, (First 
Hearing) 

  Categories:    Education 

  State Bill Page:    https://www.legislature.ohio.gov/legislation/legislation-
summary?id=GA132-HB-21 

  
HB37 SCHOOL SAFETY-STRUCTURES (ARNDT S) To require the Ohio School Facilities 

Commission to establish a program assisting school districts in purchasing technology 
and making physical alterations to improve technology infrastructure and school safety 
and security. 

  Current Status:    2/14/2017 - House Education and Career Readiness, (First 
Hearing) 

  Categories:    Education 
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  State Bill Page:    https://www.legislature.ohio.gov/legislation/legislation-
summary?id=GA132-HB-37 

  
HB47 STUDENTS IN MILITARY (BOCCIERI J) To enact the "Students to Soldiers Support 

Act (S3A)" regarding the participation of students who are serving in the uniformed 
services in extracurricular activities at public and nonpublic schools and public and 
private colleges. 

  Current Status:    3/7/2017 - House Education and Career Readiness, (First 
Hearing) 

  Categories:    Education, Military Affairs 

  State Bill Page:    https://www.legislature.ohio.gov/legislation/legislation-
summary?id=GA132-HB-47 

  
HB49 OPERATING BUDGET (SMITH R) Creates FY 2018-2019 main operating budget. 

  Current Status:    4/6/2017 - Senate Finance Health and Medicaid 
Subcommittee, (First Hearing) 

  Categories:    Budget and Appropriations 

  State Bill Page:    https://www.legislature.ohio.gov/legislation/legislation-
summary?id=GA132-HB-49 

  
HB51 DEPARTMENT REVIEW SCHEDULE (FABER K) To require standing committees of the 

General Assembly to establish a schedule for the periodic review and sunset of state 
departments that are currently in the Governor's cabinet, and to require that Auditor of 
State performance audits be scheduled to coincide with the periodic review. 

  Current Status:    2/28/2017 - House State and Local Government, (Third 
Hearing) 

  Categories:    State Government 

  State Bill Page:    https://www.legislature.ohio.gov/legislation/legislation-
summary?id=GA132-HB-51 

  
HB58 CURSIVE HANDWRITING INSTRUCTION (BRENNER A, SLABY M) To require 

instruction in cursive handwriting. 

  Current Status:    3/29/2017 - House Higher Education and Workforce 
Development, (Second Hearing) 

  Categories:    Education 

  State Bill Page:    https://www.legislature.ohio.gov/legislation/legislation-
summary?id=GA132-HB-58 

  
HB80 SCHOOL FOOD-SUMMER INTERVENTION (LATOURETTE S, SMITH K) To require 

school districts to allow approved summer food service program sponsors to use school 
facilities to provide food service for summer intervention services under certain 
conditions. 

  Current Status:    4/5/2017 - Referred to Committee Senate Government 
Oversight and Reform 

  Categories:    Education, Health Care 

  State Bill Page:    https://www.legislature.ohio.gov/legislation/legislation-
summary?id=GA132-HB-80 

  
HB87 COMMUNITY SCHOOL PUBLIC MONEYS (ROEGNER K) Regarding public moneys 

returned to the state as a result of a finding for recovery issued pursuant to an audit of 
a community school. 

  Current Status:    3/29/2017 - House Government Accountability and 
Oversight, (First Hearing) 

  Categories:    Education, State Government 
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  State Bill Page:    https://www.legislature.ohio.gov/legislation/legislation-
summary?id=GA132-HB-87 

  
HB102 SCHOOL FUNDING REFORM (BRENNER A) To replace locally levied school district 

property taxes with a statewide property tax and require recipients of certain tax 
exemptions to reimburse the state for such levy revenue lost due to those exemptions; 
to increase the state sales and use tax rates and allocate additional revenue to state 
education purposes; to repeal school district income taxes; to require the Treasurer of 
State to issue general obligation bonds to refund certain school district debt 
obligations; to create a new system of funding schools where the state pays a specified 
amount per student that each student may use to attend the public or chartered 
nonpublic school of the student's choice, without the requirement of a local 
contribution; to eliminate the School Facilities Commission; to eliminate the 
Educational Choice Scholarship Pilot Program, Pilot Project Scholarship Program, 
Autism Scholarship Program, and Jon Peterson Special Needs Scholarship Program; to 
eliminate interdistrict open enrollment; to require educational service centers to 
transport students on a countywide basis; and to permit school districts to enter into a 
memoranda of understanding for one district to manage another. 

  Current Status:    3/7/2017 - Referred to Committee House Finance 
  Categories:    Education, Taxation, Transportation & Infrastructure 

  State Bill Page:    https://www.legislature.ohio.gov/legislation/legislation-
summary?id=GA132-HB-102 

  
HB129 SCHOOL EXTERNSHIPS-GOVERNOR (SMITH K, KELLY B) To require the Governor to 

complete a forty-hour externship consisting of on-site work experience in city, local, 
and exempted village school districts in the 2017-2018 and 2018-2019 school years. 

  Current Status:    3/28/2017 - House State and Local Government, (First 
Hearing) 

  Categories:    Administration - Governor, Education 

  State Bill Page:    https://www.legislature.ohio.gov/legislation/legislation-
summary?id=GA132-HB-129 

  
HB134 SCHOOL COMMUNITY IMPROVEMENT GRANTS (HAMBLEY S, KICK D) To allow 

community improvements board grants to a school district to be spent for permanent 
improvements outside the county so long as the improvements are within the school 
district. 

  Current Status:    3/29/2017 - Referred to Committee House State and Local 
Government 

  Categories:    Education, Local Government 

  State Bill Page:    https://www.legislature.ohio.gov/legislation/legislation-
summary?id=GA132-HB-134 

  
HB166 WORKFORCE DEVELOPMENT SYSTEM REVISIONS (REINEKE W, CUPP B) To revise 

the laws governing the state's workforce development system, programs that may be 
offered by primary and secondary schools, certificates of qualification for employment, 
and the Opportunities for Ohioans with Disabilities Agency, and to designate the first 
week of May as In-Demand Jobs Week. 

  Current Status:    3/28/2017 - Introduced 

  Categories:    Economic Development, Education, Jobs, Mental Health & 
Disabilities 

  State Bill Page:    https://www.legislature.ohio.gov/legislation/legislation-
summary?id=GA132-HB-166 

  
HB170 COMPUTER SCIENCE EDUCATION (CARFAGNA R, DUFFEY M) With regard to 

academic content standards and curriculum requirements for computer science; to 
revise educator qualifications regarding computer science; to create a competitive 
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technology grant program for the 2018-2019 school year; and to make an 
appropriation. 

  Current Status:    3/29/2017 - Introduced 
  Categories:    Education, Science & Technology 

  State Bill Page:    https://www.legislature.ohio.gov/legislation/legislation-
summary?id=GA132-HB-170 

  
HB176 SCHOOL ASSESSMENTS (THOMPSON A) With regard to state achievement 

assessments, statewide academic content standards and model curricula, and teacher 
and administrator evaluations. 

  Current Status:    4/5/2017 - Introduced 
  Categories:    Education 

  State Bill Page:    https://www.legislature.ohio.gov/legislation/legislation-
summary?id=GA132-HB-176 

  
HJR3 SCHOOL DISTRICT OBLIGATIONS REFUND (BRENNER A) To conditionally authorize 

the issuance of state obligations to refund pending school district obligations, to 
conditionally waive, beginning in 2020, the requirement that schools levy property 
taxes to pay debt charges on their obligations, and to conditionally authorize a treasury 
fund that is restricted exclusively to educational purposes. 

  Current Status:    3/7/2017 - Referred to Committee House Finance 
  Categories:    Education, Taxation 

  State Bill Page:    https://www.legislature.ohio.gov/legislation/legislation-
summary?id=GA132-HJR-3 

  
SB3 WORKFORCE DEVELOPMENT (BEAGLE B, BALDERSON T) To revise the laws 

governing the state's workforce development system, programs that may be offered by 
primary and secondary schools, certificates of qualification for employment, and the 
Opportunities for Ohioans with Disabilities Agency, and to designate the first week of 
May as In-Demand Jobs Week. 

  
Current Status:    4/5/2017 - SUBSTITUTE BILL ACCEPTED & REPORTED 

OUT, Senate Transportation, Commerce and Workforce, 
(Third Hearing) 

  Categories:    Economic Development 

  State Bill Page:    https://www.legislature.ohio.gov/legislation/legislation-
summary?id=GA132-SB-3 

  
SB8 SCHOOL INFRASTRUCTURE AND TECHNOLOGY (GARDNER R, TERHAR L) To 

require the Ohio School Facilities Commission to establish a program assisting school 
districts in purchasing technology and making physical alterations to improve 
technology infrastructure and school safety and security. 

  Current Status:    3/1/2017 - Senate Education, (Second Hearing) 
  Categories:    Education 

  State Bill Page:    https://www.legislature.ohio.gov/legislation/legislation-
summary?id=GA132-SB-8 

  
SB17 LOCAL GOVERNMENT FUND ALLOCATION (TAVARES C) To increase monthly 

allocations to the Local Government Fund from 1.66% to 3.68% of the total tax revenue 
credited to the General Revenue Fund each month. 

  Current Status:    2/1/2017 - Referred to Committee Senate Finance 
  Categories:    Local Government, State Government, Taxation 

  State Bill Page:    https://www.legislature.ohio.gov/legislation/legislation-
summary?id=GA132-SB-17 
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SB34 SCHOOL YEARS (MANNING G) To generally require public and chartered nonpublic 
schools to open for instruction after Labor Day. 

  Current Status:    3/8/2017 - Senate Education, (Second Hearing) 
  Categories:    Education 

  State Bill Page:    https://www.legislature.ohio.gov/legislation/legislation-
summary?id=GA132-SB-34 

  
SB36 AGRICULTURAL COMPUTATION (HITE C) To require that the computation of the 

capitalization rate for the purposes of determining CAUV of agricultural land be 
computed using a method that excludes appreciation and equity buildup and to 
stipulate that CAUV land used for a conservation practice or enrolled in a federal land 
retirement or conservation program for at least three years must be valued at the 
lowest of the values assigned on the basis of soil type. 

  Current Status:    3/8/2017 - Senate Ways and Means, (Fourth Hearing) 
  Categories:    Agriculture 

  State Bill Page:    https://www.legislature.ohio.gov/legislation/legislation-
summary?id=GA132-SB-36 

  
SB39 COMMUNITY SCHOOL OPERATION (SCHIAVONI J) Regarding community school 

operator contracts, the operation of Internet- and computer-based community schools, 
and performance metrics for blended learning schools. 

  Current Status:    3/1/2017 - Senate Education, (First Hearing) 
  Categories:    Education 

  State Bill Page:    https://www.legislature.ohio.gov/legislation/legislation-
summary?id=GA132-SB-39 

  
SB79 STATE DEPARTMENTAL REVIEW SCHEDULE (JORDAN K) To require standing 

committees of the General Assembly to establish a schedule for the periodic review and 
sunset of state departments that are currently in the Governor's cabinet, and to require 
that Auditor of State performance audits be scheduled to coincide with the periodic 
review. 

  Current Status:    3/29/2017 - Senate Government Oversight and Reform, 
(Second Hearing) 

  Categories:    General Assembly, State Government 

  State Bill Page:    https://www.legislature.ohio.gov/legislation/legislation-
summary?id=GA132-SB-79 

  
SB82 SCHOOL ABSENCES-PARENTAL NOTIFICATION (WILLIAMS S, LEHNER P) To require 

a public school to place a telephone call within one hour of the start of the school day 
to a parent whose child is absent without legitimate excuse. 

  Current Status:    3/29/2017 - Senate Education, (Second Hearing) 
  Categories:    Children and Family Issues, Education, Municipal Services 

  State Bill Page:    https://www.legislature.ohio.gov/legislation/legislation-
summary?id=GA132-SB-82 

  
SB85 OPPORTUNITY SCHOLARSHIP PROGRAM CREATION (HUFFMAN M) To eliminate 

the Educational Choice Scholarship Pilot Program and Pilot Project Scholarship 
Program and to create the Opportunity Scholarship Program. 

  Current Status:    4/5/2017 - Senate Education, (Second Hearing) 
  Categories:    Education, Higher Education, State Government 

  State Bill Page:    https://www.legislature.ohio.gov/legislation/legislation-
summary?id=GA132-SB-85 

  
SB104 PROHIBIT SECLUSION USE-SCHOOLS (TAVARES C) To prohibit the use of seclusion 

on students in public schools. 
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  Current Status:    4/5/2017 - Referred to Committee Senate Education 
  Categories:    Education 

  State Bill Page:    https://www.legislature.ohio.gov/legislation/legislation-
summary?id=GA132-SB-104 

  

 
********************************************************* 

 
Capitol Square in Review 

 
ADDICTION/SUBSTANCE ABUSE 
 
Gov. John Kasich met Friday with almost 30 individuals representing multiple religious and cultural 
groups to discuss ways in which different faith groups can work with their communities to fight the 
drug abuse and addiction epidemic in Ohio. During this closed-door session at Vineyard Columbus, 
Kasich said, "As we do our work at the state level, we need a very strong partnership at the local 
level. There are many places in Ohio where these partnerships are blossoming, but I'm one who 
happens to think that the faith community, which is deeply concerned about all of the people's lives 
and their hope and their purpose in life, can be a fulcrum, a pivot, on which all other organizations 
can work." 
 
The State of Ohio Board of Pharmacy Monday announced the approval of rules to help implement 
proposed limits on opiate prescriptions for acute pain. Announced by Gov. John Kasich and leaders 
of Ohio's health care regulatory boards earlier, "the rules will support efforts by the medical, nursing 
and dental boards to place common sense limits on the use of opiates for the treatment of acute 
pain," the board noted. 
 
The Ohio Substance Abuse Monitoring Network (OSAM Network) of the Ohio Department of Alcohol 
and Drug Addiction Services recently released a report on fentanyl and carfentanil, two opiates which 
are often mixed into or used as a replacement for heroin, in Ohio. The report, titled "Fentanyl, and 
the Deadlier Carfentanil, Now Outpacing Heroin Sales in Many Areas," shows the increasing use of 
the two drugs through data and testimonials gathered from study participants in affected areas. 
 
FY18-19 BUDGET 
 
Office of Budget and Management (OBM) Director Tim Keen told the Senate Finance Committee 
Wednesday to expect a "not insignificant" revision in revenues for the next biennium as he provided 
them the initial overview of the governor's proposed FY18-19 budget. Pressed to provide an estimate 
ahead of the conference committee deliberations, which is when he said the revisions would be given 
legislators, Keen declined to provide an actual amount, although he went on to detail budget 
adjustments at the beginning of FY17 in July 2016 that totaled in the $270 million to $280 million 
range, adding that revenues are currently below those revised estimates by $615 million. 
 
CHILDREN/YOUTH  
 
The Ohio Children's Trust Fund Friday kicked off April's Child Abuse and Neglect Prevention Month 
with a new awareness campaign of the fact that every 30 minutes in Ohio, a child is abused or 
neglected. The "#InTheNext30Minutes" campaign encourages all individuals and organizations to 
take the pledge to do their part to prevent child abuse and neglect through simple acts of kindness 
"#InTheNext30Minutes." 
 
ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENT 
 
State officials put a regional spin on economic and workforce development Tuesday in a series of 
roundtable discussions in advance of Gov. John Kasich's seventh "State of the State" address at the 
Sandusky State Theatre. Administration officials including Ohio Bureau of Workers' Compensation 
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(BWC) Administrator/CEO Sarah Morrison, Ohio Department of Commerce (DOC) Director 
Jacqueline Williams, Ohio Department of Taxation (ODT) Director Joe Testa, and Business Services 
Division Chief Daryl Hennessy of the Ohio Development Services Agency (DSA) provided a broad 
overview of agency functions at a Seneca County panel discussion in the town of Bellevue. 
 
Collaboration was the focus of a "State of the State" related roundtable held Tuesday on the shores of 
Lake Erie discussing Ohio tourism efforts, especially those in regards to Erie and Ottawa counties. 
Development Services Agency (DSA) Director David Goodman said collaboration is important, and 
many people don't see it when it occurs in state agencies and departments. He said collaboration is 
occurring in Ottawa and Erie counties, noting one of the issues DSA often runs into is county 
officials who can't get along with city officials, and vice versa. 
 
SiteOhio is moving forward with its first job-ready sites following an exhaustive vetting process as it 
prepares for more completed sites in spring 2017. Launched last year with a detailed 
"authentication" process for developable properties, the SiteOhio program is led by the nonprofit 
JobsOhio and administered by the Ohio Development Services Agency (DSA) through an interagency 
agreement reached in 2015. 
 
ECONOMY 
 
The state has continued to struggle in key areas compared to the rest of the country, according to the 
second annual "State of Ohio" report from One Ohio Now, a left-leaning tax and budget policy 
coalition, that was released Monday, the day before Gov. John Kasich delivered his "State of the 
State" address in Sandusky. 
The report ranks Ohio against the other 49 states in 14 metrics, including infant mortality (39), 
hunger (44), home foreclosure (40), health insurance (15), high school graduation (39), college tuition 
(36), pre-K enrollment (23), poverty (30), median income (32), unemployment (31), job growth (32), 
median wage by gender (42), homeownership by race (41) and high school graduation by income (40).  
 
The newly announced "Building the Bridge to Investor Education and Protection" program aims to 
educate Ohioans about the importance of saving for retirement, reliable financial counseling and 
informed investing. The Association for Financial Counseling and Planning Education (AFCPE) joined 
the Ohio Department of Commerce's Division of Securities, Public Policy Polling (PPP) and the 
Investor Protection Institute (IPI) at the Statehouse Monday to officially announce the program and 
release the results of a survey on this issue. 
 
EDUCATION 
 
The Ohio Department of Education's (ODE) testing workgroup reviewed the breadth of state 
assessments and the related time commitments by grade level Tuesday and talked more extensively 
about the merits of tests for kindergarten readiness and social studies. Members also got a 
homework assignment to conduct a review of testing administered in their own schools, as they look 
to make the current testing regime more efficient and effective. 
 
Lawmakers should increase per-student funding and funding that targets low-income districts, 
Policy Matters Ohio (PMO) recommended Tuesday in a report critiquing Gov. John Kasich's education 
budget proposal. The report also urges restoration of the previous budget's 7.5 percent growth cap, 
versus the 5 percent Kasich proposes in the as-introduced version of HB49 (R. Smith), and changes 
to his plan for guarantee reductions for districts that lost more than 5 percent of their students from 
2011 to 2016. 
 
Budget Director Tim Keen ended a marathon day of testimony Wednesday in the Senate with 
discussion in the Finance Primary and Secondary Education Subcommittee about the Kasich 
administration's school funding proposals. Keen reiterated his remarks before House committees in 
past weeks, saying the administration is trying to make education a priority in a tight budget while 
taking "modest" steps to move away from historical reliance on funding guarantees and caps. 
 
Most factors that help make schools successful cost lots of money -- think teachers, technology and 
textbooks. But a new study from Ohio State University (OSU) suggests one factor that doesn't need 
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any cash to implement can play an important role in helping students succeed at even the most 
disadvantaged schools. That factor is what scientists call social capital -- that is the network of 
relationships between school officials, teachers, parents and the community that builds trust and 
norms that promote academic achievement. 
 
Lorain City Schools is the second district to fall under new state oversight rules that empower an 
appointed CEO to run schools in place of the local board of education. State Superintendent Paolo 
DeMaria and local leaders in Lorain announced their picks Thursday for the Lorain Academic 
Distress Commission, which replaces a predecessor commission under the old distress commission 
rules. Lawmakers overhauled the state oversight law in 2015, expanding commission membership 
from three to five and requiring appointment of a CEO to assume operational control. The law 
triggers commissions for districts with persistently low marks on state report cards. 
 
The Ohio Department of Higher Education (ODHE) and Opportunities for Ohioans with Disabilities 
(OOD) have teamed up to launch a new pilot program to provide literacy training for adults with 
visual impairments to help them prepare for employment and further their education, the agencies 
announced this week. 
 
ELECTIONS 2018 
 
With U.S. Rep. Jim Renacci (R-Wadsworth) running for governor in 2018, Rep. Christina Hagan (R-
Alliance) announced Monday that she will run for Renacci's seat next year. Hagan announced her 
campaign on Twitter, releasing a video and launching a website. 
 
GENERAL ASSEMBLY/STATEHOUSE 
 
Legislative Republicans Tuesday gave Gov. John Kasich good marks on his "State of the State" 
speech, saying Kasich laid out the challenges the state still faces and the things that need to be 
worked on. House Speaker Cliff Rosenberger (R-Clarksville) said Kasich's speech was "a very positive" 
and "bold vision for the state," while setting expectations for the future. He was joined by Senate 
President Larry Obhof (R-Medina), who said Kasich also did a good job laying out how far the state 
has come. 
 
Democratic leaders pushed back Tuesday on the upbeat vision of Ohio in Gov. John Kasich's hour-
plus "State of the State" speech, drawing on the nascent political platform of one of their party's 
leading gubernatorial contenders. Senate Minority Leader Joe Schiavoni (D-Boardman) and House 
Minority Leader Fred Strahorn (D-Dayton) responded to Kasich's remarks after Republicans had 
offered their own appraisal of the governor's characteristically enthusiastic speech. Schiavoni, one of 
three people in the emerging Democratic field for governor, noted Kasich's exhortation for Ohioans to 
talk with each other about their mutual concerns. "If he did, he would see a different picture in Ohio 
than what he painted," the senator said, pointing to what he sees as persistent joblessness, 
underfunded schools, and an eroding quality of life for many Ohioans. 
 
The Senate on Wednesday overwhelmingly passed legislation that would add an additional prison 
term for an offender who is convicted of a crime that permanently disabled its victim. Sen. Bob 
Hackett (R-London) introduced SB20, also called "Destiny's Law," which is named after a girl in his 
district who suffered permanent brain damage when she was shaken and thrown against a wall 
when she was one year old. The chamber also passed SB33 (Eklund), regarding disclosure of law 
enforcement database information; SB88 (Terhar), regarding financial planning and supervision 
commissions for local governments; and SR92 (Kunze), which recognizes April as "Month of the 
Military Child" in Ohio. 
 
GOVERNOR  
 
Gov. John Kasich took the occasion of his seventh "State of the State" address -- this one given at the 
Sandusky State Theatre up on Ohio's "North Coast" -- to announce two new initiatives. The first is a 
task force of business leaders and educators "to look into the future" and identify how, as Kasich 
said, the state can "make the future an opportunity not an obstacle." He also announced the 
dedication of $20 million in Third Frontier funds to be used for "scientific breakthroughs" in the fight 
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against addiction. As an example, he referenced a device that even now can be placed in the ear to 
lessen pain. 
 
HEALTH & HUMAN SERVICES 
 
The Kasich administration is seeking to modify its executive budget proposal to consolidate various 
health professional licensing boards. The Legislative Service Commission (LSC) is drafting an 
amendment to HB49 (R. Smith) that would preserve the Ohio Board of Psychology as a stand-alone 
entity and make other changes, Ohio Department of Medicaid Assistant Policy Director Marjorie Yano 
told the Senate Finance Health and Medicaid Subcommittee on Thursday. The amendment would 
also create separate boards for vision professionals and speech and hearing professionals, and make 
minor changes to the proposed Physical Health Services Board. 
 
According to a study conducted by Mental Health America, Ohio ranks near the middle or the bottom 
of the pack when it comes to mental health issues. Among the major findings of the study was a 
national trend of people with mental health issues not seeking treatment. In Ohio, 53.7 percent of 
adults with mental health issues did not seek treatment; nationally, 56.5 percent of adults with 
mental health issues did not seek treatment. 
 
HIGHER EDUCATION 
 
Ohio State University's Board of Trustees were to vote this week on a new energy plan that would 
lease the university's energy assets in exchange for an upfront payment but also would focus on 
improving energy efficiency around campus. Under the proposal, ENGIE North America and Axium 
Infrastructure, which formed a partnership for the project, will pay $1.015 billion up front plus a 
$150 million commitment to support academics in specific areas requested by students, faculty and 
staff during the bidding process, the university said. ENGIE-Axium would operate the systems that 
power, heat and cool the university's Columbus campus under the 50-year-lease. The companies 
would also propose and provide the capital funding for and implement energy conservation 
measures. The university would still buy electricity, natural gas and other energy directly from 
providers, but ENGIE-Axium would work to improve the university's effectiveness in the procurement 
process. 
 
Kent State University announced Monday that Alison Smith, acting chair of the Department of 
Geology, will become the new dean of the university's Honors College, effective July 1. She will 
succeed interim Dean Donald Palmer, who's served in the role since 2012 and is a professor emeritus 
of geology. 
 
Senate subcommittee members started their foray into the higher education budget Wednesday with 
questions about textbook costs, getting students degrees and certificates faster and cheaper, and 
instituting competency-based education, among other topics. The Senate Finance Higher Education 
Subcommittee, like other panels in the upper chamber, is getting a head start on reviewing HB49 (R. 
Smith) given the likelihood the budget bill won't clear the House until May. Chancellor John Carey 
said affordability and completion are the overarching policy goals driving development of the 
proposed budget. 
 
Hiram College will allow students to either major or minor in public health starting in its fall 
semester. The curriculum of the program will merge preventive medicine and health promotion, 
according to the university. The curriculum is designed to prepare students for graduate school or 
entry-level jobs in diverse sectors. Concentrations within the program's major include the following: 
public health biology, environmental health, health communication, health systems, health research 
and health and fitness. 
 
Ashland University hired Mark Rubin as the new director and professional instructor of its Online 
Criminal Justice Program. Rubin began in this position on March 1. He has worked for nearly 30 
years in state and local law enforcement and holds a Master Peace Officer license in Texas. 
 
The National Governors Association (NGA) is urging the federal government to work quickly to resolve 
security issues with federal student aid websites and take other steps in the meantime to help 
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students and families affected by the outage. The U.S. Department of Education (USDOE) and the 
IRS announced recently that the Data Retrieval Tool (DRT) on http://www.fafsa.gov/ and 
http://www.studentloans.gov/ is offline over concerns about inappropriate use and identity theft. 
 
Four medical-technology research teams at Case Western Reserve University (CWRU) will participate 
in focused entrepreneurial training through I-Corps@Ohio, an Ohio Department of Higher Education 
initiative created to advance their work from the lab to a commercial market. Each project has 
potential for a product of value to medical treatments or surgeries, the university said. 
 
POLITICS 
 
GOPAC, a national organization that develops Republican leaders and promotes limited government 
and free market principles, named Ohio's Sen. Frank LaRose (R-Copley) and Rep. Rick Carfagna (R-
Westerville) to its 2017 Emerging Leaders program. 
 
PUBLIC SAFETY 
 
AT&T has been tapped by the First Responder Network Authority (FirstNet) to build and manage the 
first nationwide broadband network for police, firefighters and other public safety professionals. The 
dedicated network will support first responders who serve 320 million Americans in all 50 states and 
several U.S. territories. The company said police, fire and EMS currently use the same commercial 
networks as civilians for mobile data and applications, which can bog down when service becomes 
congested. First responders use more than 10,000 networks for voice communications, which often 
do not interoperate. 
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